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partly by judiciously bribing their chiefs, Austria suc-
ceeded in establishing over those primitive and turbu-
lent highlanders something not far removed from a
protectorate.

Such was the tenor of Austrian policy in Turkey from
1878 till 1908. The outbreak of the Turkish Revolution
in the latter year necessitated another readjustment of
the compass to the altered conditions. Co-operation
with Russia, never very cordial, came to an end; and
Austria endeavoured to score off her rival first by for-
mally incorporating Bosnia and Herzegovina in the Haps-
burg Empire, which was a blow at Young Turkey as
well as at Russia ; then by posing as the friend of the
Young Turks, till the Balkan War of 1912 proved the
futility of her diplomacy.

For the rest, Austria's dealings with the Porte during
the last thirty-five years cannot be dissociated from those
of her German ally, and can only be treated as part of
Germany's general programme in the Near East. The
Dual Monarchy, though by no means lacking an individual
point of view, ceased to have any strictly independent
policy from the moment it hitched its decrepit old
wagon to the Prussian star.

2. PRUSSIA

Until the middle of the eighteenth century the Turks
were hardly aware of the existence of Prussia. If the
Sultan heard at all of the Prussian king, he heard of him
as one of the numerous German princes who revolved
like so many satellites, round the great Austrian Em-
peror. Frederick's brilliant victories over Austria (1741-
1742) brought the Prussian Power for the first time within
the Ottoman ken as a distinct planet of a very respectable
magnitude, Frederick lost no time m deepening the im-